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Callaway Study Area

The study area was developed 
based upon factors, including:

• where people are traveling to and 
from in the region,

• connections with existing 
highways, and 

• anticipated future regional travel 
needs.

What about connecting to I-70?
While a connection to I-70 could serve 
long-distance travelers trying to reach 
southeast Callaway County, it wouldn’t 
serve area residents, the main users of 
the local transportation system.

What about connections to the east? 
The majority of the traffic in the region 
travels to or from the west, from places 
like Fulton and Jefferson City.

Why not use the existing heavy-
haul road? 
Improvements to the 
heavy-haul road could 
serve construction traffic, 
if the Callaway Plant is 
ever expanded.  However, 
improvements there wouldn’t 
serve the main users of the 
local transportation system 
- residents in Fulton and in 
Callaway, Cole and Boone 
Counties.
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Callaway Project Purpose and Need
In the EA process, there is a statement of Purpose and Need, which will 
serve as the criteria for:

(1) evaluating the need for improvements, and
(2) if needed, deciding which improvement(s) are best.  

Feedback from the April 29, 2009 public meeting 
supported the draft Purpose and Need:

1.  Make travel safer 
The area has higher-than-average crash rates for 
similar routes in Missouri.  Area roadways include 
sharp turns, steep hills and curves which can often 
contribute to crashes.  Improvements, where practical, 
should meet MoDOT engineering policy guidelines for 
sight distances, stopping distances, turns and grades.

2.  Improve access from Route 54 to the east 
There is significant traffic between Route 54 to the 
east in Callaway County, including travelers to the 
Callaway Plant.  Changes should support those travelers.

3.  Update the roadway system 
Some of the existing roads were first paved more 
than 50 years ago, when there was much less traffic, 
and when cars and trucks carried lighter loads.  New 
or rebuilt roads should better withstand current and future 
vehicle loads.

4.  Provide better access during floods
The current roadway system is vulnerable to high 
water.  Improvements should provide residents and 
travelers safe routes during most local high-water events.
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Callaway What happens if there are no transportation 
improvements?

The existing roadway system is adequate.  However, 
without major improvements, long-term issues related 
to roadway design (like sharp turns and steep hills) 
cannot be addressed.  Roadway access during local high-
water events will continue to be impacted.  On the other 
hand, there would be no new impacts to nature, homes, 
historic sites or businesses.  

At the April 29 meeting, the community identified the 
following issues:

• The need for improved safety, particularly on Route O

• Concerns about potential impacts to farms and homes

• A desire to improve the local roadway system
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Callaway Some of the community input received on April 29, 2009




