I-70 FTEIS
MoDOT On-Line Public Meeting

& Listening Post - January 2009
OVERVIEW

The Missouri Department of Transportation (MoDOT) has begun an environmental
study of I-70 on the Missouri side of the Kansas City metropolitan area. The study is a
First Tier Environmental Impact Statement (FTEIS) for the future I-70 Kansas City metro
project. The study will end in 2010. It spans 18 miles of I-70 from the last ramp termini
east of the Missouri — Kansas state line to just east of I-470 and includes all of the
Downtown Kansas City Central Business District Freeway Loop. As part of the FTEIS
planning process, the study team prepared a series of possible improvement strategies
for I-70 and presented them for public review and comment during January 2009.

FORMAT AND EXHIBITS

The I-70 improvement strategies were posted on the project website for public review
and comment from January 2" to January 31 as part of an on-line public meeting. The
information was also presented at the January 6, 2009 Listening Post (a.k.a. open house
public meeting) at the St. Paul School of Theology’s Holter Center (5123 East Truman
Road in Kansas City, Missouri) from 4:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. Participants reviewed the
following exhibits at the Listening Post:

e Purpose and Need
e From Idea to Reality — The overall process for a transportation project
e FTEIS Schedule
e 4 Strategy Packages
0 No-Build
0 Fix Key Bottlenecks
0 Add General Lane Capacity
0 Fix Key Bottlenecks plus Transportation Improvement Corridor
¢ Getting Involved — Project Contact Information
e Interactive PowerPoint slideshow — Available on the internet for the on-line public
meeting and at laptop computer stations for the Listening Post

MEETING NOTIFICATION, ATTENDANCE, and COMMENTS

Notice of both the on-line public meeting and Listening Post was provided via:



e Postcards that were mailed to I-70 property owners, umbrella organizations,
agencies, businesses, and public officials inviting them to attend the meetings.
(Approximately 3,070 postcards were sent).

e Kansas City Scout Highway Message Boards that provided meeting notice to drivers
using the I-70 corridor between State Line Road and 1-470.

e A press release that was distributed to local media outlets.

Ultimately, MoDOT’s interactive slideshow was downloaded over 940 times and on-line
meeting participants commented via blog and email. Twenty-three (23) people attended
the Listening Post and they commented through conversations with staff, by comment
cards, and on-line through the interactive slideshow that was available at designated
laptop computer stations. The comments received related to the following:

e Fixing key bottlenecks and congestion, e.g. I-70/1-435

e Straightening the Benton and Jackson curves

e Providing alternative modes of transportation, e.g. transit service (light rail, bus) and
bike/pedestrian options at entrance/exit ramps and across bridges

e Desire for High Occupancy Vehicle (HOV) and/or reversible lanes

¢ Land necessary for improvements and the impacts to adjacent neighborhoods

¢ Increasing the speed limit, e.g. to 65 mph

e High cost associated with improving the freeway

e Managing traffic during the construction of proposed improvements

¢ Altering the Downtown Loop, e.g. by reducing/changing the exits, making it one-
way

¢ Adding lanes, e.g. near Blue Ridge Cut-off, I-470, and Lee’s Summit Road

e Expanding the project limits east to Blue Springs, Missouri

e Accommodating large trucks with lower speed limits and/or separate lanes

¢ Needed improvements for nearby highways, e.g. I-470, 1-670, and US 40 Highway

RESPONSES TO THE POLL

A poll was posted on the project blog from January 2" to January 12%. It asked
participants to finish the following statement, “I think I-70 in Kansas City...”, with one
of four answers. The results were as follows:

Answer Number of Percent of
Respondents Total Respondents

is fine as it is. 5 11.6%

needs to have bottlenecks fixed. 20 46.5%

needs to be expanded with four 16 37.2%

lanes.

needs to have fewer lanes. 2 4.6%

Total 43 99.9%






