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Partnership Gives Employment and Hope to Homeless
MoDOT partners with reStart to create job opportunities for Kansas City homeless
LEE’S SUMMIT, Mo. – Missouri Department of Transportation in Kansas City is undertaking a life-changing partnership that if successful, will benefit participants as well as the city. 
This month, the MoDOT and reStart Inc., an interfaith ministry that works with homeless persons, began a work program to employee homeless citizens. The workers pick up trash and beautify state-run roadways in the city’s urban core. 
Paid a standard minimum wage, the new employees are given the necessary safety equipment and training, as well as transportation to and from the work site. 

“It is a tough job market for people with experience,” said Evelyn Craig, reStart executive director. “These people have a spotty work history in many cases. This partnership gives them the opportunity to build their resume. It also gives them the pride of earning an honest wage, something they may not have had for a while.” 

reStart provides shelter and supportive services to homeless men, women, youth and families with the goal of helping them move toward independence and self-sufficiency, and ultimately ending homelessness in our community.

In this partnership with MoDOT, six to nine homeless persons have the opportunity to go to work every day and earn a wage that will help them reestablish independence and potentially regain a home and security.
“We are very excited about this program,” said Beth Wright, District Engineer. “We have been discussing this option with reStart for almost two years, it is amazing to see it finally coming together. If successful, this is something we may be able to implement in other areas of the city, expanding the opportunity for more participants.”
“Kansas City has the seventh largest homeless population per capita, 56 percent of which are mothers and children. In the past two years, nearly half of all the homeless households are experiencing homelessness for the first time,” said Craig. “In 2009, reStart served 7,501 homeless persons. Partnerships with organizations such as MoDOT has the potential to reduce that number greatly.”

This is not the first faith-based partnership success for the department. In 2009, MoDOT and “A Call for Oneness” hosted a three-day seminar where more than 1,500 citizens from Kansas City and surrounding areas gathered to learn more about CDLs — 1,100 of whom participated in training to take the written exam.
For more information about the reStart partnership or other MoDOT programs, please visit MoDOT’s Website at www.modot.mo.gov/kansascity. For instant updates, follow MoDOT_KC on Twitter or send questions and comments to kccommunityrelations@modot.mo.gov.
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