The impacts a transportation project will have on the natural and human environment are
evaluated and documented along with proposed measures to minimize harmful effects.

Resource agencies and the public are given an opportunity to comment on the document,
an Environmental Assessment or EA in this case, and the information i in the EA i Is also used
in applying for permlts needed to construct the prOJect
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The EA will look at
v’ existing environmental conditions—what’s out there?
v’ applicable regulations and policies—what laws apply to the resources in the project area?

v’ consequences and impacts of specific actions—how will the project affect different resources?

v' methods to lessen or eliminate negative impacts—how can the project be implemented to
produce the fewest harmful effects ?
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Publicly owned recreations areas such as river boat accesses are specially protected by law—federally funded
transportation projects must avoid impacting such properties unless there are no feasible and prudent
alternatives that avoid such harm.
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