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What works for boats works for bridges.

As part of its Safe & Sound Bridge 
Improvement Program, MoDOT is using 
hybrid composite beams on three bridge 
projects in Douglas, Shannon and Dade 
Counties. These innovative structural ele-
ments are much lighter than conventional 
steel or concrete beams.

-
terials also used to construct boats and 

makes them more resistant to water and 
chlorides, and therefore longer lasting. 
They will not corrode like traditional steel 
beams.

much of the space. Once on the job site , 

Hybrid Composite Beams

“The innovative use of materials creates 
beams that are both durable and light-
weight,” said MoDOT Structural Liaison 
Engineer Stacy McMillan.

The lightweight beams mean a big savings 
on shipping costs.

“It takes two trucks instead of the usual 
15 to transport the beams,” said McMil-

concrete, they weigh about half as much 
as typical concrete I-girders.”

Once on the job site, the beams are filled with concrete to make a strong arch to support traffic.

The first 
project to 
use HCBs is 
the Route 76 
bridge over 
Beaver Creek 
in Douglas 
County.

A year ago, MoDOT was celebrating 
the 200th new bridge constructed under 
its “Safe & Sound Bridge Improvement 
Program.” When a new bridge over Apple 
Creek on US Route 61 in Perry County 

& Sound program’s 500th bridge.

Now more than 60 percent complete, the 
$685 million program is more than a year 
ahead of schedule and should be complete 
by the end of 2012. To date, the average 

Safe & Sound Program Ahead of Schedule
closure across the state has been about 
40 days, or half the time a typical bridge 
replacement requires.

KTU Constructors, MoDOT’s design-
build contractor that is replacing more 
than 550 of these bridges, is responsible 
for 307 of the completed projects.

Find more information about the 500th 
bridge opening on the Southeast District 

page .

76 bridge over Beaver Creek in Douglas 
County. That project began mid-August. 
Bridges in Shannon and Dade counties 
will follow.

The projects were made possible through 
a $1 million Highways for Life grant from 
the Federal Highway Administration.
Watch a video on MoDOT’s YouTube site 
to learn more details about this innovative 
technology at www.youtube.com/modot-
video.

 11page on 
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Not long ago, 
one of our 
division direc-
tors shared 
a story with 
me about a 
work zone 
she and some 
coworkers 
encountered 
in another state that caused their blood 
pressure to skyrocket.  The work zone 
had been mishandled, causing frustrat-
ing and unnecessary delays for motor-
ists. I point this out because of two rea-
sons:  1) we do a good job of handling 
our work zones here in Missouri, and I 
want to thank you for that; and 2) work 
zones are our primary contact with 
customers.  Most of them don’t stop by 

So you can see how important it is for 
us to make a good impression out on 
our highways.

I can’t stress enough the importance 
of customer service. But what’s most 
important is that we realize each one 

Connections 
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Quite  Frankly

(l-r) Shawn Nilges, Lisa Lamons, Jason Piper, Glenn Holmes, Jorma Duran, Denise Thompson, Damon Lafaver, Carol Lueckenhoff, Denise 
Voss, Billy Griffin, Keith Boling, Vice Chair Jeff Leible, Brenda Wells, James Hake, Rodney Fuller, Assistant Secretary Randy Kelley, Chair 
Matt Sonner, Michael Roberts, Leroy Brumett, Rodney Welch, Joe Schmidt, Secretary Mary Shrubb, 
Not Pictured: Amber Dydell, Mike Foppe, Dolon Silimon, Kelly Tummons, and EAC Liaison Rudy Nickens

New members began serving on the 
Employee Advisory Council begin-
ning July 1: Denise Thompson, Rodney 
Fuller, Lisa Lamons, Jorma Duran, Le-
roy Brumett and Mike Roberts. These 
employees volunteer for the program 
and are then presented to a nominating 

New Employee Advisory Council Members
committee to review for approval. They 
will serve for a three-year term.

The council typically has two represen-

The EAC was established in 2005 to 
foster and enhance a positive work en-

vironment for all employees by assist-
ing management and employees with 
cultural diversity, policy review and 
communication issues. Concerns are 

while employees remain anonymous.

“We’re here for any concerns an employ-

ee might have with the Bolder Five-Year 
Direction or with MoDOT,” said EAC 
Chair Matt Sonner.

Do you have a question for the EAC? 
Fill out a concern form on the Intranet 
at wwwi/intranet/eac/ or send an e-mail 
to eac@modot.mo.gov.

Car seats save lives. That’s why no new 
mom is allowed to leave the hospital 
without one. Even though most parents 
understand the need for using a car 
seat in their younger children, many 
children are still unnecessarily injured 
in car accidents.

Among the factors that contribute to 
these preventable injuries are car seats 
used incorrectly or not used at all, chil-
dren being placed in the wrong type of 
car seat, and moving children out of a 
car seat or booster and into regular seat 
belts at too early an age.

Missouri law re-
quires all children 
under eight to be 
in an appropriate 
child safety seat. 
Car seats (with 

-
ness) are the best 
protection for 
kids until they 

Free Coffee, Free Seat Checks
by Revee White

are at least 4 years old AND at least 40 
pounds. Boosters are the best protec-
tion for school-age children until the 

the booster. 

Sept. 24 is car seat check Saturday. Car 
seat checks will be held across the state 
to help parents install car seats and 
check that they have car seats installed 
correctly. 

In addition, the Missouri Coalition for 
Roadway Safety has enlisted the help of 
coffee shops across the state to spread 
the message that car seats save lives. 
Dunn Brothers coffee shops will be dis-

tributing coffee 
sleeves and 
giving away 
free coffee on 
Saturday, Sept. 
24 to remind 
parents to “Boost 
and Buckle Kids 
Under 8.”

A list of car seat 
inspection sta-
tions and a car seat 
check calendar can 
be found at www.
saveMOlives.com. 

No booster seat is just as dangerous.

Boost & Buckle Kids Under 8.

saveMOlives.com

of us is responsible for delivering good 
customer service. No matter how big or 
small, we each have a choice everyday 
to leave an impression.  I want to make 
sure those impressions are good ones.

This summer has brought many chang-
es to MoDOT, but it’s more important 
now than ever to be diligent and ensure 
we are providing outstanding customer 
service.

This fall, I will be traveling throughout 
the state to visit with you and talk about 
the best ways to reach out and provide 
the best service possible to Missourians. 
You’ll get more details about my visits 
as they become available.

In the meantime, remember customer 
service is everyone’s job. Stay focused, 
stay safe and thank you for the great 
things you do each day.

Kevin

Please help your fellow 
employees today!

Employees help-
ing employees!

 Visit wwwi/intranet/shareleave
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The program was originally brought 
to southwest Missouri by the Mis-
souri Emergency Nurses Association 
and St. John’s Hospital. In 2006, 

the Missouri Coalition for Road-
way Safety, in conjunction with 
American Family Insurance, took 
the competition statewide. Ameri-

can Family Insurance, the Missouri 
Counsel of Emergency Physicians 
and Ford will sponsor this year’s 
program. 

Find out more at www.saveMOlives.
com. 

September Service Anniversaries

July Retirements In Memoriam

Name District Years of 
  Service

Ready, Set, GO!  Once again, the annu-
al Missouri State Employees Charitable 
Campaign is quickly approaching!  In 
today’s economy, as we all know, there 
are many needs from neighbors both 
far and near. With this in mind, it’s 
more important than ever to consider 
and take part in the MSECC. This year, 
current participating charities that are 
also leading the charitable relief efforts 

code for Joplin Relief. Your contribu-
tions go so far and help so many, there 
is no better time than the present to get 
involved!  

The 2012 campaign marks the 27th 
year of giving. The theme for this 
year’s campaign is “Helping others ... 
Every Step of the Way.” Missouri state 
employees will once again be asked 
to show just how bighearted they are 

campaign will start on September 22 
and continue through October 31. This 
time allows employees the chance to 
make individual pledges through an 
easy payroll deduction or take part in 

Ready, Set, GO! 

A total of over $1.0 million was raised by all Missouri state 
employees during the 2011 campaign! 

one of the many fun and interesting 
fundraising activities that are sure 
to take place in district and division 

coming soon.) 

A very exciting aspect of the campaign 
is that MoDOT was the largest donor 
agency for the fourth year in a row!  
During the 2011 campaign, MoDOT 
employees gave $202,682 to charities. 

card donations, representing about 32 
percent of MoDOT employees, as well 
as all those individuals who gave dur-
ing the many fundraising efforts held 

throughout the campaign. Even during 
these tough economic times, MoDOT 
employees show again and again how 
willing they are to help their fellow 

Missourians!  

Participating in the Charitable Cam-
paign is voluntary. Any amount, no 
matter how big or small, will go a long 
way toward helping people. We are one 
Team MoDOT and anything is possible 
if we all work together! 

This year’s new brochure will be used 
again during next year’s campaign to 
cut costs associated with printing. For 
those of you who would prefer to re-
view things electronically, the brochure 
can also be found in its entirety by log-
ging onto www.msecc.mo.gov. As a re-
minder, the paper brochure and pledge 
cards will be available and distributed 
to all employees once the campaign has 
begun. 

For more information on the cam-
paign, contact MoDOT’s CO MSECC 
coordinators: Jennifer Jorgensen at 
573-751-7446, Dawn Haslag at 573-751-
5678, Jackie Kampeter at 573-522-2457, 

Danielle Thomas at 573-526-7860 or 
your district/division coordinator. 

Teen seat belt use rose to 67 percent in 
2011. While this is the highest teen seat 
belt use in Missouri has ever been, it is 
still much lower than statewide – and 
national – seat belt use. The Missouri 
Coalition for Roadway Safety will 
enlist Missouri high school students 
to take the Battle of the Belt again this 
year to educate young drivers about 

-
ries and save teen lives. 

This year’s Battle of the Belt program 
will run October 3 to November 11. 
Schools can sign up, submit forms and 
access resources through the online 

Battle of the Belt 2011 Tries to Raise Teen Seat Belt Use

system at www.saveMOlives.com. 
Additional award categories will give 
more schools the opportunity to be a 
Battle of the Belt winner. Statewide 
and regional prizes are awarded to 
schools reaching high seat belt us-
age rates.

The program consists of two surprise 
seat belt checks at each high school 
to measure student seat belt use before 
and after an educational campaign on 
the importance of safety belt use. In 
addition, schools have the opportunity 
to submit a 30-second video spot aimed 
at encouraging their peers to buckle up. 

The schools with the top three videos 
will receive monetary awards to be 
used to further seat belt education at 
their schools and communities.

Roy Simcoe NE 42 
Randy Bronestine NE 38
Fred Scott KC 6
Gary McClanahan KC 30
Ronald Lottmann CD 31
James Carr SL 27
Stanley Hicks SW 25
Lonnie Stockton SW 25
Morris Ashby SE 21
Johnnie Sample SE 23

35 Years
Jennifer L. Ranabargar CD
Rita A. Fester CO

30 Years
Lance D. Tipton CD

20 Years
Roger P. Halley NW
William E. Guinn NW
Robin L. Warren KC
Kenny L. Lynch KC
Paul R. Loftin CD
Kevin K. Steiner SL
Charles M. Wills SL
Dave Gordon SW
Janet L. Doty SW
Travis J. Fischer SW
Ronald L. Bollinger SE
Alan B. Casey SE
Gary D. King SE
John M. Cave CO
Beverly J. Schepers CO
Christine A. Peper CO
Cindy L. Norman CO
Janis E. Evers CO

15 Years
Curtis R. Pegelow NW
Shelly R. Aebersold NW
Kenneth R. Jolliffe NW
Lana S. Allen NW
Christopher R. Switzer NE
Christopher R. Engelbrecht CD
Eric D. Fletcher SL
Kimbel L. Dye SW
Shay H. Wehmer SW
Martin K. Randall SW
Larry W. Carver CO
B. Jacquelyn Kampeter CO

10 Years
Danny D. Willson NW
Bryan K. Phillips NE
Clifford D. Everts KC
Jay A. Ware KC
Jason R. Grant SW
Shawn M. Nilges SW
Donald R. Thomas SE
Julie A. Luebbering CO
Billy D. Hampton CO
Michael B. Wade CO
Cynthia L. Surface CO
Steven A. Billings CO

5 Years
Marty R. Lambertson KC
Nelson Jordan KC
Shawn A. Stuettger KC
Lisa G. Raybourn KC
Jerome M. Burgett KC
Steven R. Walters CD
Timothy L. Miller CD
Jeff E. Schmitt CD
Gary A. Brangenberg SL
Richard G. Shipers SW

Active
Shari Severied KC July 27

Retirees  Retired From:
Donald Underwood D8 July 4
Hugh Cannon D4 July 5
Leroy Raithel CO July 6
Oscar Bader D5 July 6
Dickey Clapp D7 July 8
Robert Clements D1 July 15
Jerry Burks CO July 21
Ronald Davis D1 July 27
Ronald Mecey D6 July 30

Mary J. Teel SW
Jesse D. Durossette SW
Kelly J. Backues CO
Adam J. Barnes CO
Jack S. Wright CO
Laura J. Holloway CO
Troy S. Flickinger CO
Joseph F. Horan CO
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105 W. Capitol Avenue
P.O. Box 270
Jefferson City, MO 65109

for more info
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C e n t r a l
O f f i c e

Missouri State Fair

Moving on up!  

Right of Way employees are part of the Design Division and are 
now located on the 3rd floor of the Central Office headquarters 
building. Pictured are (l-r) Valerie Minnick, David Ordway, Joyce 
Musick, Greg Wood, Lindsey Boswell, Hazel White and Kelly Lucas.

Heads Up!
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Customer Relations Manager Melissa Black
Phone 816-387-2481
E-mail melissa.black@modot.mo.gov

3602 N. Belt Highway
St. Joseph, MO 64506-1399

for more info
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Last Month’s Events

Flooding on the Missouri River remains the top story for the Northwest 
District. This photo was taken by Intermediate Construction Inspector Travis 
Jenkins from the top of the Brownville Bridge in Atchison County looking 
east towards Rock Port.
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This is the condition of the pave-
ment on U.S. 136 before the job 
was begun.

This is the condition of the pave-
ment on U.S. 136 after the job was 
completed.
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This is another view of the new 
pavement on U.S. 136.

Left to right:  District Engineer Don Wichern, Jim Kier (20), David Corbin 
(20), John Parmenter (20), Gary Rush (25), Barry Arthur (15), Larry Parsons 
(25), Deanna McClurg (25), Norman Sawyer (25), Billy Bledsoe (25), David 
Iddings (35), Rick Kemerling (15), and Kirby Pierpoint (20).
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Left to right:  District Engineer Don Wichern, Roger Fitzpatrick (15), Todd 
King (15), Joe Cooper (20), Bill Luther (15), Bill Gimse (15), Tim Waters (15), 
and Jim Bosley (15).
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This is the view from Route A.
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Up close, it is easier to tell it’s just 
a painted plywood construction 
mounted on a tall pole.

Giraffes are not the only animals hiding in this cornfield.
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Customer Relations Manager Marisa Brown-Ellison
Phone 573.248.2502 
E-mail marisa.ellison@modot.mo.gov

Route 61 South
P.O. Box 1067
Hannibal, MO 63401

for more info
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N o r t h e a s t
D i s t r i c t

Hannibal Intersection 
Project on Hold

Local Business Discusses 
Possible Opportunities

Around the District...

Improvements to the West Ely Road and Pleasant Street intersection with 
U.S. 61 in Hannibal may be delayed, but not forgotten.

Shane Mayes, CEO of Onshore 
Technology Services, speaks about 
opportunities within the company.

Jewell Patek of MOTA updates the U.S. 36/I-72 Cor-
ridor Association on the organizations future plans.

MOTA Still Working for a Long-
term Transportation Plan

The Alternate Route 63 project to construct 8.5 miles east of Kirksville 
continues to make good progress.  New video of construction crews paving 
operations can be found on the website along with photos - www.modot.
mo.gov/northeast/alternate_route_63/alternaterte63.htm.

Children to Work Day was held in 
August in Macon and Hannibal.   
A variety of activities were held 

throughout the day including building marshmallow bridges, a work zone 
poster contest, baking “asphalt” cookies, and a relay race.  Each child re-
ceived a goody bag at the end of the day filled with reminders to buckle up 
and arrive alive.



Customer Relations Manager Jennifer Benefield
Phone 816.607.2153
E-mail jennifer.benefield@modot.mo.gov 
  
600 NE Colbern Road
Lee’s Summit, MO 64086

for more info
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K a n s a s C i t y
D i s t r i c t

MoDOT KC First in Nation to Test 
Debris Removal Tool

Conveyance Ceremony Signifies 
Transfer of MoDOT Right of Way

The debris removal tool above will safely and efficiently allow crews to re-
move debris from the road.  It is custom-built to attach to one of MoDOT’s 
larger trucks and allows the crew to flow alongside traffic.

Above, Area Engineer Kirsten Munck hands Platte City Mayor Frank Offutt a 
deed to Route N, designating the road Fourth Street.  

Below, State Rep. Nick Marshall applauds the efforts of several levels of 
government working together as public servants to provide a pleasant drive 
through Platte City. 
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Customer Relations Manager Kristin Gerber
Phone 573.522.3375
E-mail kristin.gerber@modot.mo.gov

1511 Missouri Boulevard
P.O. Box 718
Jefferson City, MO 65102

for more info
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C e n t r a l
D i s t r i c t

Groundbreaking Kicks Off 
New Interchange Project

District’s Employee Advisory 
Council an lmportant Resource 

About 50 people attended the Aug. 8 groundbreaking ceremony, 
held near the U.S. 63 and Route H intersection.

New Outer Road Improves  
Access to School
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Residents and local officials gathered for the ribbon cutting on a 
new bridge that was part of the project. 

Area Engineers Begin Their New 
Role at Central District



Customer Relations Marie Elliott
Phone 314.453.1807
E-mail marie.elliott@modot.mo.gov  
 
1590 Woodlake Drive
Chesterfield, MO 63017

for more info
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S t .  L o u i s
D i s t r i c t

MoDOT Maintenance Employee Visits 
Haiti with a Mission to Help

This gravel road that runs through the mountains is a typical route 
in Haiti, mostly likely an old riverbed. The average time to get some-
where is between one to two hours.

These are some of the many Haitian communities Anderson and his church 
group helped on their mission trip. This photo was taken in front of a Hai-
tian church (shown on the right) on top of a mountain.

Anderson utilizes his skills to help a Haitian man fix a cabinet.

Anderson (shown left as the goalie) enjoyed playing soccer with the 
young Haitians. This gave the church group the opportunity to bond with 
the kids.

Rice bags were distributed to a Haitian community after a church service. 
A bag of rice is a rare commodity in this country.
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Customer Relations Manager Bob Edwards
Phone 417.895.7713
E-mail robert.edwards@modot.mo.gov

3025 E. Kearney
P.O. Box 868
Springfield, MO 65801

for more info
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S o u t h w e s t
D i s t r i c t

SW at Work 
1. Rebuilding shoulders along Route 54 near Deerfield are Nevada Mainte-
nance workers, from left, Maintenance Supervisor Allen Bley, Maintenance 
Supervisor Ron Kitsmiller, Senior Maintenance Worker Alan Hooper and 
Maintenance Crew Leader Ted Lessman.

2. Branson Senior Construction Technician Dusty Sears, center, discusses a 
detour route during a public meeting in Bradleyville before the Route 76 
bridge over Beaver Creek was closed. A new bridge will be open to traffic in 
October as part of MoDOT’s Safe & Sound Bridge Improvement Program.

3. MoDOT and area officials cut a ribbon for a Safe & Sound bridge project 
on Route 52 near Montrose. Participants include District Engineer Becky 
Baltz, second from left; Clinton Intermediate Construction Inspector Steve 
Uptegrove, third from left; and Transportation Project Manager and district 
Safe & Sound Coordinator Sean Matlock, far right.

4. Springfield Area Maintenance Superintendent Ed Dishman, on Chestnut 
Expressway near Glenstone Avenue, explains to a television reporter how 
pavement “blowups” occur. Crews had to make pavement repairs in several 
locations during the extremely hot weather of late July and early August.

U.S. 71 Work Progresses
Toward I-49 Designation

Area’s First 6-Lane 
Highway Opens

1
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Customer Relations Manager Nicole Thieret
Phone 573.472.6632
E-mail nicole.thieret@modot.mo.gov

2675 N. Main Street
P.O. Box 160 
Sikeston, MO 63801

for more info
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S o u t h e a s t
D i s t r i c t

Route 61 Bridge Over Apple Creek in Perry 
County Opens to Traffic

Area residents (left to 
right): Jim Blechle, Russell 
Schumer and Pat Schumer

Southeast Coalition Works to Build One Team

Route 61: Apple Creek bridge in Perry County

Southeast Coalition for Roadway Safety Executive Committee members (left to 
right) top: Papp, Ortiz and Inman bottom: McNiell, Galnore and Davis
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We would like to hear from you. 
Send comments and suggestions to 
Laura Holloway, editor

Laura.Holloway@modot.mo.gov

Comments&
Suggestions

 Mission
Our mission is to provide a 
world-class transportation 
experience that delights our 
customers and promotes a 
prosperous Missouri.
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of higher gas prices, a better on-time 
performance record or excellent 
customer service ratings, more people 
are choosing to ride Amtrak Missouri 
River Runner trains. Ridership on Am-
trak Missouri River Runner trains was 

increase of about 25,800 passengers.

Missouri River Runner trains also 
-

year ending June 30, 2011. In addition, 
the Missouri service was noted for its 
overall customer satisfaction, achieving 

That rating was the second best among 
state supported and other short distance 
corridors.

Amtrak trains have been supported by 

Missouri River Runner Attracted More 
Passengers Last Year
by Kristi Jamison

Passengers on the Amtrak Missouri 
River Runner will ride the St. Louis 
to Kansas City rail corridor in grander 
style in the future. Missouri was part 
of a four state consortium, which 
included Michigan, Iowa and Illinois, 
that banded together to win federal 
funding for new locomotives and rail 
cars.

The U.S. Department of Transporta-
tion awarded the Midwest group 
$268 million to purchase about 7 
new locomotives and 48 new bi-level 
passenger cars – all American made. 
Missouri expects to eventually receive 
about eight new passenger cars, which 

Missouri River Runner Cars to 
Be Upgraded

in ridership increases 
ticket revenues and helps 
keep the state’s costs for 
the service down.

Several imminent proj-
ects will continue to im-
prove the state’s passen-
ger rail service. Missouri 
has received $75 million 
to date from the Federal 
Railroad Administration 
to remove additional 
bottlenecks along the 
corridor, conduct a com-
prehensive state rail plan, 
purchase new passenger 
rail equipment (see side-
bar) and improve access 
to the St. Louis Gateway 
Station. 

is enough to replace what is in use here 
today. 

“This is great news. Our customers 
deserve the comforts and conveniences 
that brand new cars will provide to 
make Amtrak an even more eco-friend-
ly transportation option,” said MoDOT 
Multimodal Director Michelle Teel. 

The Illinois Department of Transporta-
tion will lead the procurement process. 
Once the equipment is purchased, it 
will be placed in a pool owned and 
used by each of the four states. Details 
on maintenance and where equipment 
will be kept are yet to be determined. 

SHOW ME MY

and Google Market

Download the 
“Show Me My 
Buzz” app. 
Check your BAC before you drive or your next 

check-in will be @ jail.


