Show Me

iy iy u

i Ty
| IPjMODOT RIVERRUNNER

Missouri Department of'Transpo'rtation- "



(This page is intentionally left blank for duplexing purposes)



13

.
1l e 6 o & 06 06 & 0 06 5 & 0 0 0 0 s 0 0 0 0 0 0o

Table of Contents

Introductory Letter

Project Overview

Division of Costs

Project Map

Signed Partner Map

Multi State Memorandum of Understanding
Federally Designated High Speed Rail Corridor Map

Letters of Support

2 & 6 » » 06 06 & & 06 0 D 0 06 06 0 0 O & ° > & & 0 0 s 00 0 0 0 0 0 0 > 6 O &0 0 0o



I I D O I 105 West Capitol Avenue

Missouri P.0. Box 270
Jefferson Cily, MO 65102
Depan‘ment (573) 751-2551
of Transportation T Cvmadotons
Kevin Keith, Interim Director
August 6, 2010

Mr. Joseph Szabo, Administrator
Federal Railroad Administration
Mail Stop 20

1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, DC 20590

Dear Mr. Szabo:

The Missouri Department of Transportation, in partnership with the Union Pacific Railroad (UPRR),
Amtrak and Terminal Railroad, is submitting the enclosed applications for the High-Speed Intercity
Passenger Rail Program. These proposed projects address capital improvements for track sections in
Missouri between St. Louis, passing through Jefferson City, and Kansas City. Missouri has had a state-
supported Amtrak route on this line for imore than 30 years.

These projects would offer the opportunity to create and support jobs that in turn deliver both economic
and transportation benefits to the heart of our country. These projects would profoundly impact on-time
performance and the future ability of trains to move along at 90- to [10-miles per hour.

If fully implemented, preliminary simulation analysis of our corridor improvement plan shows a 47.6
percent reduction in passenger train delays. To demonstrate our full support, MoDOT, UPRR and
Terminal Railroad are committing significant financial contributions to completing the more than $36
million of proposed improvement projects represented in this round of applications.

To further enhance this opportunity to improve transportation choices, the long-term plan along this
corridor is to add additional frequencies and purchase new equipment for the train service when a reliable
on-time performance is achieved. Additional contributions include enhancing Missourt's role in
passenger rail, providing a section of the Midwest Regional Rail Initiative and establishing a key transfer
point in St. Louis, through the new gateway Multimodal Station, to the high-speed Chicago-to-St. Louis
rail line. All of this could be realized while maintaining a critical freight rail delivery system.

We appreciate this opportunity to set forth prospects for achieving the vision of a national network of
high-speed rail corridors. We look forward to working with you. Please let us know if you have
questions or if we can provide additional information in support of these important projects. Together, we
can make absolutely certain these projects are successful in advancing high-speed rail.

Sincerely,

S FHts

Kevin Keith, P.E.
Interim Director

Our mission is to provide a world-class transportation experience that delights our customers and promoftes a prosperous Missouri.



NOTE: MoDOT HSIPR contact — Rod Massman, MoDOT, Administrator of Railroads, P.O. Box 270,
Jefferson City, MO 65102, (573) 751-7476, Rodney.Massman@modot.mo.gov.

Attachments

cc: Daniel Hall, Missouri Governor’s Office
Ben Jones, Union Pacific Railroad
Ray Lang, Amtrak
Jon Carnes, Terminal Railroad
Brian Weiler-mo
Jay Wunderlich-gr
Rod Massman-mo



August 2010

High-speed rail has long been part of the vision for Mis-
souri’s passenger rail service. In an effort to help bring
efficient passenger rail services to the Midwest, studies
have been completed, partnerships have been solidified
and plans have been formulated. Now, through the
High-Speed Intercity Passenger Rail Program - an oppor-
tunity is ahead.

In partnership with the Union Pacific Railroad, Amtrak
and Terminal Railroad, the Missouri Department of
Transportation is submitting to the Federal Railroad
Administration six project applications that address capital improvements for track sections between

St. Louis and Kansas City. Missouri has had a state-supported Amtrak route on this line, which is owned
by Union Pacific. for more than 30 years. A goal of this cooperative effort, through a focus on service
reliability, is to remove rail system bottlenecks in order to increase ridership. The type of high-speed rail
projects Missouri plans to develop is one that would make the train service on the existing line faster

over time.

By enhancing the capacity of the current system, these
new rail projects, which will complement several recent
and ongoing improvements, will create and support jobs.
These jobs deliver both economic and transportation ben-
efits by bringing about more reliable service and eventu-
ally producing faster travel times.

The rail projects will profoundly impact on-time petfor-
mance, and in the future, the ability of trains to move

at 90- to 110-miles per hour. If fully implemented, the
analysis of the St. Louis-to-Kansas City corridor improve-
ment plan shows a 47.6 percent reduction in passenger
train delays while maintaining a critical freight rail deliv-
ery system.

There are even more benefits! To further enhance this
opportunity to improve transportation choices, the long-
term plan along this corridor is 1o add additional frequen-
cies and purchase new equipment for the train service
when reliable on-time performance is achieved. Another




benefit is the enhancement of Missouri's role

in passenger rail by providing a section of the
Midwest Regional Rail Initiative, which is a
pfanning effort of MoDOT and eight other state
transportation departments launched in 1996.
An additional benefit is the establishment of a
key transfer point in 5t. Louis, through the new
gateway Multimodal Station, to the high-speed
Chicago-to-St. Louis rail line.

Jo demaonstrate full support, MoDOT, Union
Pacific Raifroad and Terminal Railroad are com-
mitting significant financial contributions to completing the more than $36 million of proposed improve-
ment projects represented in this round of applications. Because the passenger rail needs far outweigh
the limited resources of the federal program, Missouri’s projects are listed in a priority order to help
address the most critical issues first.

Throughout the past 30 years, the
poor on-time performance of pas-
senger rail has adversely affected
its use. Missourians are speaking
loudly and clearly: passenger rail
service must be reliable. Together
- MoDOT, Union Pacific, Amtrak
and Terminal Railroad - are mak-
ing steady progress in improving
this rail corridor in order to give
customers a dependable service.
These grants will provide the
down payment Missouri needs

to further enhance both passen-
ger and freight movement, and
thus move significantly closer to
clearly realizing the vision of a
national network of high-speed
rail corridors.
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13. Strasburg Grade Separation $150M
: PE/NEPA Projects total $80.5 M
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11, Double Track Lee's GsuresJpgrades City WP 84 3 ]
Summit to Pleasant Hill ;;3'2 Mf} _ _ - St. Louis
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Kansas City to St. Louis
MoDO T's Proposed UFP/Amtrak Partnership
HSIPR Funding Improvements as of August, 2010
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MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING

Invelving
State of lllinols,
State of Indiana,
State of lowa,
State of Michigan,
State of Minnesota,
State af Missouri,
State of Ohio,
State of Wisconsin, and
City of Chicago
For
The Implementation of High-Speed Rall Passenger Service and Connections

Involving Corridors Linking Cltlas in thelr Respectiva States

This Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) is entered into this 27th day of tuly, 2009, by the Govermors in eight
Midwestern states, incfuding !llinois, Indiana, lowa, Michigan, Minnesota, Missouri, Ohio and Wisconsin, and the Mayor
of the City of Chicaga (MOU Participants) for the purpose of coordInating angd decumenting indivigual applications to
the Federal Railroad Administration (FRA) for funding from the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA)
to develop the Chicago Hub High-Speed Rail Carridar {(Midwest corridor). The Midwest corridor will connect clties
throughout the Midwest with frequent and reliable high-speed and conventlonal intercity rall service, and wil provide
service connections to adjoining regional corridors.



This MOU establishes MOU Participants’ respective roles and responsibliities in Implementing actlons relating to the
establishment of high-speed and conventlonal intercity rail passenger service. This rall service is to be operated along
corridors established as part of the Midwest Regional Rall [nltlative (MWRRI), a collaboratlve effort by managers and
directors of Midwastern State transpartation agencies, established in 1936, to plan the rall priorities of the region. This
MOU also recognizes Chicago as the hub of Midwester rall operatlans, which ts conslstent with plans outlined in the
FRA's “Vision for High-Speed Rail in America” and the regional vision for a Midwest carddor. This MOU further
recognizes the importance of adJoining and complementary carrldors not specifically recognized In the MWRRI plan, for
purposes of connecting and providing service to all parts of the nation.

WREREAS, the Chicago Hub is the center of our country’s rafl transportation network and includes regiona!
intercity/interstate passenger rail corridors serving the multistate Midwestern region with corridor connections to the
East Coast, to the West Coast, to the Gulf Coast and to Canada.

WHEREAS, the Midwest Regional Rail [nitiative (MWRRI) and the Ohio and Lake Erle Reglonal Rail (Ohlo Corridor), are
collaborative efforts established to plan the rail priorities of the multistate Midwest region,

WHEREAS, all MOU Participants agree upon, support and understand the natlonal and Midwest regional priority and
importance of a nationwide netwark including 2 Chicago Hub that could host trains traveling up to 110 miles per hour
serving major cities and mid-sized citles across the region, along with connections to adjoining regional corridors, as
envisioned and outlined by President Obama and U.S. Transportation Secretary LaHood.

WHEREAS, the Congress of the United States has made avallable to the varlous states a total of $8 billion in funds
through ARRA for the purpose of funding the Passenger Rail Tnvestment and Improvement Act of 2008 (PRITA) to
establish and improve high-speed passenger rall service throughout the nation.

WHEREAS, all participating states, in partnership with the FRA, agree to advocate for additlonal appropriations through
Congress, in support of these collaborative efforts.

WHEREAS, all MOU Participants agree upon and support 3 reglonal and national vision for developing a high-speed ang
conventional rail network across the Midwest that wlll provide expanded and ongoing service opportunities throughout
the region, with cannections to corridars across the natian.



WHEREAS, alf MOU Participants recognize a priority to establish high-speed rail service from the Chicago Hub to
corridors conslsting of Chicago-St. Louis, Chicago to Milwaukee-Madfson, and Chicago to Detroit-Pontlac, that woufd
form a high-speed hub in the heart of the nation with high-speed and conventional passenger train service connections
radiating to seven othes Midwestern states and beyond:

e Cannecting 10 the East by way of Indianz with the Ohio network and service 10 Toledo and the 3C Corridor:
Cteveland-Columbus-Dayton-Cincmnat;

« Connecting to the Southeast to Indianapolis, Indiana and Cincinnati, Ohio;

s Connecting to the Northeast to Grand Rapids/Holland and Port Huron, Michigan;
Connecting to the North to Green Bay, Wisconsin;
Connecting to the Northwest to the Twin Cities of Minnesots;

o Connecting to the Southwest and West through St. Louis to Kanses Ciry, Missourn;

« Connccling to the South to Carbondale, Mlinois;

e Conncoting ta the West to Quad Cities, II).-lowa City, Iowa-Des Moines, lowa-Omaha, Ncb.; and to Quincy,
Ilinois.

NOW, THEREFORE, be it resolved that the Governors and the Mayor of Chicago agree they wilk:

» Establish a high-level, multi-state steering group with a represeniative from each signatory to this MOU. The
purpose of the Midwest Rail Steenng Group wi)l be to coordinate the region’s applications and work
associated with all ARRA application to provide guidance, leadership and a single advocacy voice in support
of the region's collective high-speed rail prionties. The Stcering Group shall identify a point of contsct
berween MQU Participants and the U.S. Department of Transportation.

o Coordinate and cooperate fully in support of each MOU Participant’s individual state applications for high-
specd and mtercily reil funding.

s Coordinate and negotiate with the major railroads 1o sign agreements for the development of high-speed rai
corridors, and the identified indtvidual projects by stated priority.

e Be free to pursue individual memoranda of agreement or understanding amoog MOU Participants, related to
specific projects involved in support of the overall application and vision for the Midwest comdor.

e Be separately responsible for any and all work taking place within their respective state boundaries.

Allow other Midwestemn or contiguous states the opportunity to join in this MOU 21 any time if they gre
witling to supporl all aspects of the agreement in place.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT the partles may mutuzlly agree in writing to ameng this MOU and to develop such
additional provisions and pracedures as they determine to be nacessary In order to pursue the development of high-
speed and conventional Intercity passenger rall service.

AND, FINALLY, BE [T RESOLVED THAT in signing this MOU, the undersigned understand and accept the roles and
responsibllities assigned to each of the parties. Each of the parties agrees to cooperate to the maximum extent possibie
to ensure that the project is developed in full compliance with Federal and State requirements and to ensure that there
is maximum communication and minimum dupiication of effort.



State of llilnols

B i

‘ o

Pat Quinn, Governor

Date 7/27/09

MMW/L_

Chet Culver, Governor

Date 7/27/09

State of Missour!

14

Jay Nixon, Governor

Date_ 7/27/09

\ -

State of Indiana

Mitch Daniels, Governor

Date_ 7/27/09

C%Z;er éranholm, Governor

Date /2709

State of Minnesota

;}?

Tim Pawlenty, Governor

Date_3/57/04q




State of Ohio State of Wiscansln

el %w LN

Ted Strickland, Governor y1e Governor
pate_7/27/09 Date 7/2709
City of Chicago

D 1 y 1=/
Rlchard »\A Daley, Mayor

Date__7/27/04
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HSIPR
Projects
Letters of
Support
Received in

2010




Chair

£d Hillhouse

Presiding Commissoner

franklia County

Vice Chair

Mark A Kern

Chauinan, S), Clair County Board
2nd Vice Chair

Steve Ehlmann

County Exccutive

St Charles County

Executive Committee

Chock Banks

County Executive

lefterson County

Charlie A. Oooley

County Execubve, St Lours County
Alan Dunstan

Chairman, Madison County Board
Franas G. Slay

Mayor, Gty of St, Louis

Delbert Wirtenauer

Chaiman, 3oard of Conmunissioners
Morroe County

Members

John Hamm ()l

President, Southwestern lllnors
Metropolitan & Regional
Panning Commission

).T. Hardy

Frankhin County

Rich Magee

SU Louts County Muricipal League
Mart Meluce

Madisan County

Roy Mosley

St Claw Counly

Ray Muniz

President, Southwesteen (llinors
Councd of Mayors

John Nations

St, Lauis County

Alvin L Parks, ).

Mayor, City of £ast St (ouss
Lewas Reed

President, Board ol Aldermen
Gty of $i. (ouis

Jim Verner

Vice Prasident, Southwestern lllinais
Counail of Mayois

John White

St Chades County

Regional Titizens

Richard Keflett

John A Laker

8randan Perry

James A, Pulley

Roben Wetzel

Non-veting Members

Charles Ingersall

(linois Department of
Transportation

Kevin Keith

Missoud Depactment of
Transportation

€die Koch

llinows Department of Commerce
and Economic Oppactunity

Richard LaBore

Metro

Kelvin Simmons

Missourt Office of Adaninistration
interim Executive Director
Maggie Hales

EAST-WEST GATEWAY

Council of Governments

Creating Solutions Acress Junsdictional Boundaries

August 5, 2010

Brian Weiler

Multi-Modal Operations Director
Missoun Department of Transportation
105 West Capitol

Jefferson City, MO 65102

Dear Mr. Weiler:

I am writing to support efforts by the Missouri Department of Transportation and the St.
Louis Terminal Railroad to obtain funding through the Federal Railroad Administration’s
High Speed Intercity Passenger Rail Program for the MO - KC to STL Corridor -
Terminal Railroad Track Improvements Project in St. Louis. The project will greatly
enhance the safety, efficiency, and capacity of rail track near the St. Louis Mulitmodal

Center.

Although this project is not identified on the region’s current Transportation
Improvement Program (TIP), the East-West Gateway Council of Governments, the
Metropolitan Planning Organization for the St. Louis region, will amend the TIP if the
application submitted by the Missouri Department of Transportation and the St. Louis
Terminal Railroad is selected to receive funding through the High Speed Intercity

Passenger Rail Program.

The Council recognizes the importance of local priorities and the need to implement
them. Given the present level of federal and state transportation funds available to the St.
Louis region, it is unlikely that construction of such an important project will proceed
without an infusion of funds dedicated specifically to the project.

Sincerely,
Fore
Maggie Hales

Acting Executive Director Goteway Tower
One Memovial Drive, Suite 1600

St. Louis, MO 63102-2451

314-421-4220
618-274-2750
Fax 314-231-6120

webmaster@ewgateway.org
Www,ewgateway.org



OI'I'ICE OF THE MAYOR
Crty Qv St Louls
FRANCIS G. SLAY VIISSOURI CITY HALL - ROOX 200
MAYOR 12000 MARKET STREET
' SAINT L.OUIS. MISSOURI 63103-2877
(314 622.3201
FAN: (X1d) 6224061

July 27.2010

Mr. Rodncy Massman

Administrator of Railroads

Missouri Department of Transportaton
P.0. Box 270

JefTerson City, MO 65102

RE: Support Letter: High-Speed Intercity Passenger Rail Program:
Amtrak’s Application

Dear Mr. Massman:

[ am writing to extend my support for the above-referenced application which will be
submitied in the near future. It is my understanding the requested funding witl be used
for improvements to the Union Pacific alignment between St. Louis and Kansas City.
Specifically, these improvements will allow Amtrak better access, which will increase
passenger rail performance.

As our region Jooks toward expanding and improving our rail service, these
cnhancements will likely result in greatcr reliability for passenger rail service, an
increased nidership due 10 better on-time performance and a more robust high-speed
intcreily passcnger rail service.

| am hopefu} the Missouri Department of Transportation will approve Amitrak’s
application for the High-Spced Intercity Passenger Rail Program,

Sincerely,

Léfbt't'z"ﬁ//g.,/"Il'(;’l_-/ )/
Francis G. Slay Vi
Mayor. Citv of St. Louis /

A
f
v



NATIONAL RAILROAD PASSENGER CORPDRATION
525 West Van Buran Street, Chicago, 1L 60807

AMTRAK

& e .._.__\_;'_._'.3/

August 4, 2010

Ms. Natalie Roark, P.E.

Estimate and Review Engineer

High Speed Rail Project Manager
Missouri Department of Transportation
105 West Capital Avenue

Jefferson City, Missouri 65101

Dear Ms. Roark:

The National Railroad Passenger Corporation (Amtrak) would like to take this
opportunity to express its support for the Missouri Department of Transportation’s
(“MoDOT”) High Speed Intercity Passenger Rail (“HSIPR™) grant application for several
infrastructure capacity improvement projects on the Union Pacific Railroad’s St. Louis —
Kansas City Corridor. These are proposed to be funded pursuant to the U.S. Department
of Transportation Appropriations Act of 2010.

At this tune, we have an exciting opportunity to advance projects that are integral to
realizing the Obama Administration’s vision for high speed intercity passenger rail
service. Based on the information made available to us by MoDOT regarding these
projects’ eligibility, and subject to the development of such project-specific agreements
as FRA may require, we support MoDOT’s application to fund these projects under the
HSIPR program because we believe that these improvements, upon their completion,
could provide important benefits to Amtrak’s system and intercity passenger rail service.

The specific projects to be covered by this application are:

Knob Noster siding extension

Bonnots Mill crossover

Hermann crossover

Jefferson City 3™ main Jine

Restoration of third main track on TRRA at St. Louis

AR N
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The advancement of projects like these will help develop high speed and quality intercity
passenger rail service in our nation. By copy of this letter, we are informing the FRA of
our support for these projccts and Jook forward to the opportunities to improve intercity
passenger rail that the HSIPR program will provide.

Sincerely,

Michael W. Franke
Assistant Vice President, Policy and Development (Central)

Cc: The Honorable Joseph C. Szabo
Administrator Federa] Railroad Administration
U.S. Department of Transportation
West Building, W30-308
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, D.C. 20590
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GOVERNOR OF MISSOURI
JEFFERSON CITY

JEREMIAH W. LJAYINIXON P.0. Box 720
GOVERNOR GH102 (5703) 731-3222

August 19, 2009

Honorable Ray L.aHood

Secretary. United States Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersev Ave SE

- Washington. D.C. 20590

Re: Missourt application for High-Speed Intercity Passenger Rail Program Funds

Dcar Mr. Scerctary:

Missouri stands poised to make a difference — a timely and positive difference —in
on-time passenger rail service in the heart of our country. [ urge you to approve
Missouri’s request (or project funds through the High-Speed Intercity Passenger Rail
Program. This carctully selected group of infrastructure investments totaling more than
$150 million will increase speed and reliability now. while helping to realize high-speed
rail throughout the Midwest in the future.

Missouri's plans promise to put stimulus funds to work immediately making
capital improvements to specific track sections along a state-supported Amtrak route that
has served travelers for more than 30 years. As the Show-Me State, we stand ready to
demonstrate the far-reaching benefits of these projects — benefits to economies
throughout the Midwest. and benefits to the public’s transportation choices.

These projects will enhance Missouri’s role in modernizing passenger rail service
by creating seamless and efficient connections between our (wo major metropolitan areas,
as well as connections with neighboring states by providing a section of the Midwest
-Regional Rail Initiative. Moreover, the proposed new multimodal station in St. Louis
will provide a key transfer point 1o future high-speed service on the Chicago-to-St. Louis
line. These projects are essential to creating and supporting jobs that in turn deliver both
economic and transportation benefits throughout the heart of our country.

WV ZOVETIOr.mo. gov



Page 2
August 19, 2009
Secretary LaHood

Missouri's collection of projects will have a profound impact on on-fime
performance, as well as on the future ability of trains to increase speeds to 90-to-110
miles per hour. When completed, these projects will result in a 47,6 percent reduction in
passenger train delays. These positive results would enhance the state’s long-term plan
for this corridor of purchasing new train service equipment and increasing the frequency
of service once rehiable on-time performance is achieved.

Because Missouri is excited about the opportunity these projects offer for
achieving the vision of a national network of high-speed rail corridors, both MoDOT and
Uhiion Pacific are committing significant financial contributions to completing these
* proposed improvement projects, which include $50 million in projects that qualify as
“shovel ready.”

| request thal you give Missouri’s proposals your fullest consideration, and thank
you for all your efforts to modernize transportation policy across the United States.

Since% \‘I
AT

T '__)dé%lniah W

//,_,/ Governo

) Nixon



CLAIRE McCASKILL

Wnited States Senate

COMMER
WASHINGTON, DC 20510

HOMELANL
AND GOVE

INDIAN AFFAIRS

SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON AGING

PERMANENT SUBCOMMITTEE
ON INVESTIGATIONS

August 20, 2009

Pete Rahn

Director

Missouri Department of Transportation
105 W Capitol Ave

PO Box 270

Jefferson City MO 65102

Dear Director Rahn;

[ am writing to support the applications from the Missouri Department of Transportation
(MoDOT) for the High-Speed Intercity Passenger Program (HSPIR) through the
American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA).

This 1s a historic time for passenger rail in America. The passage of HSPIR is the
foundation for construction and operation of a viable high-speed rail network. High-
speed rail would help to transform the economy, commerce and transportation of
Missouri and the entire nation. [ believe Missouri is weli-positioned to lead and take
advantage of the historic opportunity presented by the enactment of the ARRA and
related passenger rail legislation,

The MoDOT applications specifically address capital improvements for track sections on
the current Amtrak line in Missouri between St. Louis, Jefferson City and Kansas City.
The projects are essential to creating and supporting jobs that deliver both economic and
transportation benefits to the heart of our country. These projects would profoundly
impact on-time performance and the future ability of trains to move along at 90- to 110-
miles per hour.

In addition, [ am pleased that MoDOT is working extensively with Union Pacific, the
main freight carrier, to coordinate the applications. This partnership is vital throughout
the process to ensure that high-speed rail is built properly and efficiently.




The applications are significant steps towards establishing a high-speed rail corridor in
Missourt. 1support the efforts of MoDOT and will work to see that all HSPIR and
ARRA funding goes towards creating jobs, improving passenger rail and growing our
economy. [t is my hope that the applications are given all due favorable consideration.

CLAIRE MCCASKILL
United States Senator
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The Honorable Ray LaHood
Secretary

U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Ave, SE
Washingt C 20590

Dear Sec od,

It has come to my attention that the Missouri Department of Transportation
(MoDOT) is preparing to apply for funding from the High-Speed Intercity Passenger Rail
(HSIPR) Program, made possible through the American Recovery and Reinvestment
Act. The proposed project would improve the rail corridor from Kansas City to St. Louis
and passing through Missouri's 4™ Congressional District, which | have the privilege to
represent in Congress. Due to the importance of the proposed project, | am writing to
make you personally aware of my strong support for MoDOT's efforts to secure these
funds.

Enclosed is a copy of my official letter of support that will be included in
MoDQT's application. Thank you for giving the request every appropriate
consideration.

ly yours,
IK N
Member of Congress
1S:jr
Enclosure

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER



IKE SKELTON

Congress of the Tnited States G MO 10 2
e House of Representatives

T@ashmgton, DE 20515-2504 (417) 532-7964

July 28, 2009

To Whom it May Concern:

It has been brought to my attention that the Missouri Department of
Transportation (MoDQT), in partnership with the Union Pacific Railroad and Amtrak,
is submitting grant applications to the Federal Railroad Administration seeking project
funds through the federal High-Speed Intercity Passenger Rail (HSIPR) Program,
which is part of the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act.

The proposed projects specifically address capital improvements for track
sections in Missouri between St. Louis, passing through Jefferson City and Kansas City.
It is important to note that Missouri has had a state-supported Amtrak route on this line
for more than 30 years.

The projects are essential to creating and supporting jobs that, in turn, deliver
both economic and transportation benefits, and also impact on-time performance. The
long-term corridor improvement plan is to add additional frequencies and purchase new
equipment for the train service when a reliable on-time performance is achieved.

| am writing to request that the applications be given every proper consideration.
Funding of these grant applications is essential to help bring about historical improve-

ments for passenger rail in the state of Missouri, as well as for the country's passenger
rail industry.

Very truly yqurs,

IKE SKELTON
Member of Congress

IS:jcs

cc: Mr. Brian Weiler
Multimodal Operations Director
Missouri Department of Transportation
PO Box 270
Jefferson City, MO 65102
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Mr. Pcter Rogoff
Admimstrator

Federal Transit Administraton
Fast Building

1200 New Jersey Avenue SE
Washington, DC 20590

Dear Mr. Rogoff:

1 understand the Federal Railroad Administratnion will soon be reviewing an apphcation by the Missount
Deparment of Transportation, in partnership with the Union Pacific Railroad and Amtrak, for funding through
the High-Speed Intercity Passenger Rail Program for corridor improvements between St. Lots and Kansas City.

Currendy, the passenger rail cornidor between St. Louis and Kansas City is the only state supported passenger rail
service across the state of Missoud connecting our state’s two major metropolitan regioos and points 1n benween.
Increased investment for rail transportation along this corridor is a critical step to developing an effecove
passenger rail system statewide that addresses the transportation needs of my consdtuents.

Through state and federal investment, Missourt could leverage its resources to improve passenger rail service
Criucal investment in the route is needed in order to improve on-tume performance and the furare ability of
trains to travel at nincty to one-hundred-ten mules per hour. A preliminary simulanon analysts of the corador
improvements plan estimates these improvements would resulr in a 47.6 percent reduction in passenger train
delays.

In addition to creating and supporting jobs that in turn will deliver both economic and transporration benefits to
the state of Missoun, this investment is critcal to a long term plan along the corndor to add additional service.
Finally this invesoment is cnucal to the Midwest Regional Rzl Initative and 1o establish a key transfer poiat in Sr
Louis, through the new pateway Mulumodal Station, to the high-speed Chicago to St. Louis rail line.

I appreciate your rime and thank you for vour consideration of the Missour Department of Transportagon's
grant applicanon.

Sincerg

Russ Carnahan
Member ot Congress

A Bon v
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Mark Perkinson, Governor

K A N S A S Deb Miller, Secreiary

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION hitp:/ /www.ksdot.org

August 20, 2009

Mr. Rodney Massman

Administrator of Railroads

Missouri Department of Transportation
PO Box 270

JefTerson City, MO 65102

Dear Mr. Massman:

The Kansas Department of Transportation is pleased to offer its support to the Missouri Department of
Transportation’s Track la and 1b applications for federal HSIPR recovery act funds. In partnership with
Amtrak and Union Pacific Railroad, MoDOT is poised to make significant and immediate cootributions
to the passenger rail services between St. Louis and Kansas City.

These proposed projects address capital improvements for track sections that reverberate far beyond state
boundaries. The Kansas City improvements are especially important 1o us. They offer the opportunity
for the state of Kansas to build upon the improved service connections on the west side of Missouri that
lead into Kansas at the eastern border.

Missouri’s long-term planning has positioned the state in a ready-lo-go mode. Projects can quickly move
ahead, and sooner rather than later, they begin creating jobs that are at the heart of the federal recovery
efforts. The economic benefits of improved transponation, the transportation options for passenger rail
travelers and the environmental contributions of the proposed improvements are well outlined in these
applicauons.

A significant element of Missouri’s dedication to these rail advancements is highlighted by the financial
contributions both MoDOT and Union Pacific are committing in the name of progress. The
advancement of the rail industry depends on working together, and efficiently and effectively using the
limited resources we have. We offer our neighborly support as together we work to make a positive
difference in our country’s high-speed rail services.

Jo Avtaddgx, CPM
Freyeht and Rail Unit Program Manager

L

BUREAL OF TRANSPOR I ATION PLANNING
Dennis R Shimmer. 1P F.. Chiet
Dwight B Lisenhower State OlTice Building
TOO SN Harrison Street: Topekin KNS 66603-3743 = (7851 296-3811 = [u\: (783) 296-0063
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OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR
SPRINGFIELD, ILLINOIS 62706

Pat Quinn
GOVERNOR

July 31, 2009

Pete Rahn

Director

Missouri Department of Transportation
105 West Capitol Avenue

P.O. Box 270

-Jefferson City, MO 65102

Dear Director Rahn:

Thank you for your leadership and support at the Midwest High-Speed Rail Summit. As history looks
back on our region’s economy in the twenty-first century, it will view the Summit as a landmark day for
the development of a rail system that brought new prosperity and sustainability to our region.

The signing of the Memorandum of Understanding was our response to the U.S. Department of
Transportation’s request to work as one region with one voice to plan and advocate for a high-speed rail
network that will ultimately connect our entire region. Now that the Summit is complete, our work to
act an this vision must begin. Our states must continue to work in the spirit of cooperation to complete
our applications for ARRA funding and plan for the future. We must not waiver from our commitment
to work together as regional partners to advocate for the additional funding from the federal
government that will be imperative for the completion our network.

It is critical to the success of our venture that appointments to the Midwest High Speed Rail Steering
Group are made immediately. Please encourage your Governor to send information on your senior-
level appointee to our office by August 7, 2009. Plans are already underway for the first meeting of the
Steering Group which will be held in Chicago during the week of August 10, 2009.

| look forward to working with you in the coming months and years as we continue to build a
transportation network that will last for generations. Thank you again for your commitment to making
high-speed rail a reality for the Midwest.

Sincerely, A

itiLaflear/ ( /

Deputy Chief/of Staff for Economic Development and Recovery
Office of lllinois Governor Pat Quinn



AMTRAK

loseph H. Boardman "

July 29, 2009

Mr. Pete Rahn

Dircctor

Missouri Department of Transportation
105 West Capitol Avenue

Jefferson City, MO 65102

Dear Mr. Rahn:

Thank you for your letter of May 18, 2009, regarding your plans to invest in intercity passenger rail
development using American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) competitive grant funds through
the Federal Railroad Administration (FRA), We appreciated learning of your interest and the role you
envision for Amirak in the development and execution of your plans.

Since receiving information concerning your proposed projects, as sell as those submitted by other states,
staff from multiple Amtrak departments have been working diligently to identify projects that we feel
have a high likelihood of success and meet the spirit of the interim guidance 1ssued by the FRA on

June 17, 2009. Over the past several weeks, senior Amtrak management has rigorously evaluated many
proposals and requests for Amtrak assistance from 30 states.

I am pleased to let you know that as a result of our review of your project and an analysis of our capacity
to provide the requested assistance, we will be supporting your application of Jefferson City Subdivision
Improvements on the St. Louts to Kansas City Corridor as a Track 2 project.

[n order to provide your state with our assistance, Amtrak looks forward to meeting with representatives
of your Department as soon as practical to reach agreement on the scope and types of assistance you're
seeking trom Amtrak, the timeframe in which this assistance will be provided and the terms, if any, for
providing such assistance. We also want to convey our desire to work closely with your Department on
negotiations with host railroads related to proposed ARRA intercity passenger rail grant expenditures.
Amtrak believes that agreements with host railroads should contain enforceable performance standards
for number of frequencies, trip times, and maximum delay minutes per trip to ensure that the anticipated
public benefits are achieved from public investment in private infrastructure.

—



Mr. Pete Rahi
July 29, 2009

"’{f‘lfl' 2

As we seek to work with you 1o advance these projects, please keep in ming thart our support for your
projects and our ability to provide any specific type of assistance for applications are contingent upon
several factors, including: (1) Amitrak's currently available resources and the limited time available
before Round | grant applications are due; (2) state commitment of operating support for the affected
service if your project involves corridor services of 750 miles or less; (3) completed agreements, as
required, with the host railroads, Amtrak, or other necessary parties prior to the application submission:
(4) any substantial changes in project scope or requested application support that materially changes the

- nature of the project, the project’s projected benefits, or Amtrak’s role in the project; (5) commitmenis for
proportionate cost-sharing by commuter and/or freight rail users that will materially benefit from the
project, if applicable; and (6) the ability of your state to compensate Amtrak for certain types of requested
assistance, including assistance that would require Amtrak to procure extemnal services or dedicated
significant staff and company resources to your project.

Please have your staff continue discussions about the application process with Michael Franke. Assistant
Vice President, Policy & Development, who can be reached at (312) 880-5300 or
Fran3624@amtrak.com. Ilook forward to working with you in the coming years to develop and
implement your proposals to further passenger rail service within the Umited States.

Sincerely.

(/N

oseph H. Boardman
President and Chief Executive Officer

ce: Michael Franke
Stephen Gardner
Brian Weiler, Missouri DOT
Rodney Massman, Missour; DOT



Missouri Division of Tourism
PO. Box 1055 » 301 W. High St.. Room 290 = Jefferson City, MO 65102-1055

(573) 751-4133 = FAX: (573) 751-5160

MIS5OURI

Close to home
Far from ordinary.

isithao.com

July 24, 2009

Mr. Brian Weiler

Missouri Dept. of Transportation
P.O. Box 270

Jeiferson City, MO 65102

Dear Brian:

We are pleased to provide a letter of support for MoDOT in partnership with Union Pacific
and Amtrak. The value of capital improvements for track sections in Missouri between St.
Louis, through Jefferson City and Kansas City would be invaluable in the benefit to tourism.

These track improvements would impact on-time performance and the future ability of trains
to move at 90- 10 100-miles per hour. The improvement in on-time performance and high-
speed rail access would provide potential tourists another transpontation option as they plan
their travel to Missouri. When reliable on-time performance is achieved, it’s my
understanding that the long-term plan calls for additional frequencies and the purchase of
new equipment for the train service, which again provides more transportation options for
travelers.

Thank you for the opportunity 1o provide this letter of support. I{ 1 can be of assistance.
please let me know.

Sin

Interim Direclor
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July 31, 2009

Mr. Pete Rahn

Director

Missouri Department of Transportation
105 West Capitol Avenue

P.O.80x 270

Jefferson City, MO 65102

RE: Support for MoDOT High-Speed Rail Investments
Dear Mr. Rahn,

The Mid-America Regional Council (MARC), serving as Greater Kansas City’s Metropolitan Planning
Organization (MPO), strongly supports the Missouri Department of Transportation’s {(MoDOT) effarts
to secure funding for improved passenger rail service through the federal High-Speed Intercity
Passenger Rail Program.

As identified in the region’s long range transportation plan, Transportation OQutiook 2030 Updote,
MARC and the Kansas City region recognize the need to continue expanding and enhancing trave)
alternatives within and between existing communities as a means to improve the movement of both
people and goods. The corridor connecting St. Louis and Kansas City, which you have highlighted in
your funding request, is incredibly important to the state of Missouri and the broader Midwest, and
will be critical for positioning our region for economic growth and prosperity in the years to come.

MARC applauds your efforts in working to improve passenger rait viabitity, reliability, and service, and
strongly supports your efforts and funding proposal to build on President Obama’s vision for High-
Speed Rail in America and in Missouri. Piease iet us know if there is anything we can do now or in the
future to help make this vision a reality.

Sincerely,

David Warm
Executive Director

cc. Beth Wright
Brian Weiler
Ist Viee Chair 2nd Vice Char I reasurer Secretary Exccunve Director
him Plunken Jan Marcason David A, Warm
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Unified Goyernment Independence, Mo Olathe, Kan Platie County, Mo Kansas City, Mo
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Clity, Kan
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Ken Menges 222 A Madison

Director - Jefferson City, M0.65101]
I l’ Phone 573-634-3303
\ Fax: 573-634-5925

moutu@embargmail.com

united transportation union
MISSOURI STATE LEGISLATIVE BOARD
July 27, 2009

Rod Massman

Missouri Department of Transportation
PO Box 270

Jefferson City, Mo 65102

Dear Sir:

Missouri has long been the connecting state for freight and passenger traffic in our great
nation, whether highway, rail, water, or air. Missouri has some of the busiest highways
and Kansas City and St. Louis are the second and third largest rail hubs respectfully in
the nation. The movement of people and commerce has been a driving force in our
state’s economy and will play an important role in our future.

The United Transportation Union’s Missouri State Legislative Board has long been a
proponent of rail passenger and freight service in Missouri and the Midwest. Not only do
the railroads provide good jobs for Missouri citizens but these jobs also have a profound
impact on the economics of many communities throughout the state while providing the
service to move the freight of our country.

Amtrak has been an integral part of the transportation plan of Missouri for many years
providing a viable and affordable means of transportation to our citizens, young and old,
student and retiree, and to those just seeking the joy of reliving a childhood train ride.
The United Transportation Union has made Missouri’s continued funding of Amtrak a
yearly priority.

While Missouri continues to grow as an integral part of the nation’s freight transportation
system moving the products our country’s economy needs to survive and grow. The need
for passenger service has grown as we strive to provide a viable and reliable
transportation rail system with infrastructure that cannot meet the demands unless it is
improved and upgraded. As Americans we love our automobiles but also we must not
bury our heads in the sand and let a viable solution to mass transit slip away.



While the major railroads have streamlined their business to handle unprecedented
amounts of freight traffic the passenger trains have suffered as a result and the only
solution is to provide a means to improve the infrastructure. We have been working as
diligently as possible in Missouri with our precious tax dollars. In 2008 the Missouri
Legislature for the first time committed funds to help build a new siding on the Union
Pacific at California, Mo. This new siding when completed later this year will provided a
new passing track on a 25 miles segment that had no usable passing track. This track
alone will have a huge impact on reducing both freight and passenger train delays.

The proposed projects on the St. Louis to Kansas City rail corridor have the potential to
reduce passenger delays significantly and provide the ground work to provide service
exceeding 100 miles per hour. If we improve the passenger trains’ performance we will
also improve the freight performance meaning more benefit for the public and help our
recovering economy.

Missouri has always prided itself in being the “Show-Me State” We have the capability

and the resources to show the nation how we can partner with business, labor and the
public to create and maintain the best transportation system in the nation.

Sincerely,

en Menges
United Transportation Union
Missouri State Legislative Director
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Coreater Konsas City Chamber of Commerce

Peter S. Levi

President

My, Brian Weiler

Multimodal Operations Director

Missouri Department of Transportation

PO Box 270

Jefferson City, MO 65102 August 14, 2009

Dear Mr, Weiler,

The Greater Kansas City Chamber of Commerce strongly supports the Missouri Department
of Transportation’s cfforts to secure funding for improved rail service through the federal
High-Speed Intercity Passenger Rail Program.

The Chamber’s federal policy supports continued funding for Amtrak/passenger rail and
high-speed rail between Kansas City and other cities. The St. Louis-Kansas City rail corridor
is of great importance to the state of Missouri, and it has tremendous economic benefit for
net only Missoun but the entire nation.

The Chamber believes improving {reight and passenger rail reliability and service in Missouri
is in line with President Obama’s priority for High-Speed Rail in America and in Missouri.
The entire nation would benefit from such an investment.

Sincerely,
'.\ ) t
\ I/ /0 :
\,\ ‘16{1 Ul
\

.

PSL:jg

Greater Kansas City Chamber of Conmerce 2600 Commerce Tower = 911 Main Street « Kansas City, Missouri 64105-2049

B16/221-2424 + Fax BI6/22)1-7440 » wwawkechamber.com
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August 3, 2009

Rodney Massman
Administrator of Railroads
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P.O. Box 270
Jefferson City. MO 65102

Dear Mr. Massman:

[ have reviewed MoDO'T’s application for funding through the federal High-
Speed Intercity Passenger Rail Program that would allow for improvements
to the Union Pacific alignment between St. Louis and Kansas City.

Citizens for Modern Transit is in full support of the application. We are
convinced the improvements would results in greater reliability for both
freight movement as well as the four Amtrak trains that cross the state each
day. As you know, the pre-recession freight traffic often resulted in delays,
especially during track maintenance. These improvement should change
that. With greater reliability, there would be a growth of ridership.

We also support the application for funding of two train sets which would be
a major improvement in passenger comfort. We look forward to the day
when additional frequencies are added which could result in the need for
more equipment. As you know with the addition of two frequencies in the
St. Louis to Chicago corridor. there has been an exponential increase in
ridership.

Sincerely.

LAl

Thomas R. Shrou{.Jr.
Executive Director




Kansas City

August 4, 2009

Mr. Rod Massman
MoDOT

Administrator of Railroads
P.O. Box 270

Jefferson City, MO 65102

Transportation options are critical to tourism and tourism is vital to the state economic
development and growth. Therefore, the Kansas City Convention & Visitors Association
is excited about the opportunity for achieving the vision of a national network of high-
speed rail corridors in Missouri, securing funds for capital improvements, for track
sections between St. Louis and Kansas City, and of utmost importance, from Missouri into
the Midwest,

Not only will the federal High-Speed Intercity Passenger Rail (HSIPR) Program project
funds help create and support jobs that in turn deliver both economic and transportation
benefits to the hieart of our country, we will further be assured that demand across the
country will continue 1o rise as infrastructure, equipment, operating performance and
service quality make the rail alternative increasingly appealing. As rising fuel costs,
congestion and environmental concerns rise, so will those concerns further enhance the
appeal of riding the train versus driving on [-7.

We will be making a giant leap forward in the quest for attracting visitors, thus dollars, due
to increased tourism. We share your enthusiasm with the opportunity to take the next
significant steps toward achieving this national vision.

Sincerely,
Richard L. Hughes, CDME
President & CEQ
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August 4, 2009

Brian C. Weiler

Multunodal Direclor

Missoun Department of Transportation
2217 St. Mary Blvd./PO Box 270
Jefferson City, Missouri 65102-0270

(573) 751-7475/ Fax: (573) 526-4709
Dear Mr. Weller:

The Regional Transit Alliance of Kansas City is a non-profit
organization that works for expanded and improved public transit in
the Kansas City region. While our focus is local public transit, we also
support improvements to passenger rail and bus service in order to link
Kansas City more effectively to other parts of the broader Midwest
region.

We recognize the need to improve track and other infrastructure in the
Kansas City to St. Louis rail corridor. We understand that these
projects will improve the reliability of Amtrak's state-supported twice-
daily passenger trains on this line, and will also lay the groundwork for
additional frequencies and higher speeds in the future, while enabling
the Union Pacific Railroad to handle the expected growth in rail
freight traffic in this corridor.

We therefore support the package of improvements that you propose to
submit to the Federal Railroad Administration for funding under the
High-Speed Rail program of the American Recovery and
Reinvestment Act.

Sincerely,

Kitty Mc(oy, Chatrman
RegionayTransit Alliance of Kansas City



Julv 31, 2009

Re: Missouri Deparmment of Transpormation Applicaton for High-Speed Inrercity
Passenger Rail Program Iunds

T'o Whom Ir May Concern:

The American Recovery and Reinvestment Acr (ARRA) strives 1o ideanfv projecrs
that will revitalize an aging infrastructure, projects rthat will create jobs, and projects
that arc ready to hit the ground running. The intent is to then infuse such projects
with the monetary resources not readily available in today’s economy. Ir would be
difficult to describe a project more compatible with these criteria than Missoun’s rail
improvement plan, which targets one of the arcas specified by ARR\, High-Speed
Intercity Passenger Rail service.

Missours, n conjunction with Union Pacific Railroad, has in place a $150,000,000
improvement plan with $50,000,000 being shovel-ready. When complete, the cross-
state corridor from Kansas Ciov to St. Louis will enable high-speed passenger service
to connect with the current high-speed line to Chicago.  Amrrak ridership in
Washington, Missour, expetienced a 22% increase this past vear. This improvement
plan and the subsequent reduction in passenger train delays will prompt an even
greater ridership, now and in the future. In addition, the corridor would maintain an
cthicient, energy saving freight svstem critical 1o indusrrial and retail development.

The Washington Arca Highwav Transpormation Commission voices strong suppors
for the Missouri Department of Transportaton applicaton.  New jobs, improved
infrastructure, and energy conservation represent the heart of ARRA.

Sincerely,

Wilham Srraammann
Chairman, Washington Area Highway Transportaton Commission

PLANNING & ENGINEERING SERVICES
@ 405 JEFFERSON ST.
WASHINGTON, MO 63090

(636) 390-1010 o FAX:(636) 239-4649 » e-mail: planning@ci.washington.mo.us



WASHINGTON S

AREA WASHINGTON, MO 63090

636-239-2715
FAX 636-239-1381
CHAMBER of COMMERCE www.washmo.org

July 28, 2009
To Whom It May Concemn:

Re: Missouri Department of Transportation Application for High-Speed Intercity
Passenger Rail Program Funds

The American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) strives to identify projects
that will revitalize an aging infrastructure, projects that will create jobs, and projects that
are ready to hit the ground running. The intent is to then infuse such projects with the
monetary resources not readily available in today’s economy. It would be difficult to
describe a project more compatible with these criteria than Missouri’s rail improvement
plan, which targets one of the areas specified by ARRA, High-Speed Intercity Passenger
Rail service.

Missouri, in conjunction with Union Pacific Railroad, has in place a $150,000,000
improvement plan with $50,000,000 being shovel-ready. When complete, the cross-state
corridor from Kansas City to St. Louis will enable high-speed passenger service to
connect with the current high-speed line to Chicago. Amtrak ridership in Washington,
Missouri, experienced a 22% increase this past year. This improvement plan and the
subsequent reduction in passenger train delays will prompt an even greater ridership, now
and in the future. In addition, the corridor would maintain an efficient, energy saving
freight system critical to industrial and retail development.

The Washington Area Chamber of Commerce voices strong support for the Missouri
Department of Transportation application. New jobs, improved infrastructure, and

energy conservation represent the heart of ARRA.

Sincerely,

R. Mark Wessels, President

Members Supporting Members



JeftersonCity

convention & visitors bureau

July 23, 2009

Rod Massman

MoDOT, Administrator of Railroads
P.O. Box 270

Jefferson City, Missouri 65102

Dear Mr. Massman:

The Jefferson City Convention and Visitors Bureau supports the efforts of the Missouri
Department of Transportation, Union Pacific Railroad and Amtrak in their application for
funds from the Federal Railroad Administration.

The service offered by Amtrak impacts tourism in Jefferson City and is a viable
{ransportation option in the heart of the community. An improvement in service would
increase the number of riders, consequently increasing the number of visitors to the
Jefferson City community. This increase would positively affect the economic benefit to
Jefferson City.

Tourists from Kansas City. St. Louis and other stops along the route find that travel on
Amtrak is an easy way to access Missouri's capitol city and is an enjoyable method of
transportation.

Sincerely,

1. 0)
gi{k% e~

Steve Picker
Fxecutive Direclor

100 E. High Street Post Office Box 2227 Jefferson City, M0 65102-2227
(573) 632-2820 Fax (573) 638-4892 Toll Free (800) 769-4183 www.Visit)effersonCity.com



Capital Area Metropolitan
Planning Organization

Room 120 320 E. McCarty, Jefferson City, MO 65101 Phone 573.634.6410 Fax 573.634.6457

July 30, 2009

Mr. Brian C. Weiler

Multimodal Operations Director
Missour Department of Transportation
P. 0. Box 270

Jefterson City , MO 65102

Atlention: Rod Massman, Administrator of Railroads
Dear Mr. Weiler:

[ am writing to express my support for the Missouri Dep;u‘[ment of Transportation partnership with
the Union Pacific Railroad and Amirak, to secure funds through the federal High Specd Intercity
Passenger Rail (HSIPR) program, which is a part of the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act.

The Capital Area Metropolitan Planning Organization recognizes the contribution of rail to the
state’s economy as well as that of central Missoun. Passenger rail has been relied upon by students,
visitors and business travelers for travel to and from the Jefterson City wbanized area and central
Missoun for more than 30 years. The capital improvement projects that have been identified to
address track sections in Missouri between St Louis and Kansas City are essential for improving on-
time performance, reducing passenger train delays, and maintaining this route as a viable
transportation alternative.

The Capital Area Metropolitan Transportation Plan supports development of transportation options
and intermodal facilities. This application and project represents an exciting opportunity to tum the
goal of improving transportation choices into reality by advancing high speed rail in Missoun and
throughout the Midwest. In addition, the creation of jobs that deliver economic and transportation
benetits to Missouri, the Midwest, and our nation is a vital component of this project.

Please consider CAMPO as a partner in your efforts to improve passenger rail in our region, and
bring high speed rail to Missoun.

Sincerely,

ee e flllao

[ /Janice McMillan, AICP
CAMPO Administrator



August 17, 2009

Rod Massman

Administrator of Railroads

Missouri Depaciment of Transportalion
P.O. Box 270

Jefferson Cily, Missouri 65102

Dear Mr. Massman:

The Columbia Area Transpartation Study Organization (CATSO) wishes to express our support
for MoDOT s application to the Federal Railroad Administration (FRA) for funding through the
High-Speed Intercily Passenger Rail (HSIPR) program of the American Recovery and
Reinvestment Act (ARRA), in order to make capital impravements on track sections of
Missouri’'s Amtrak route.

CATSO believes that making investinents in Missouri’s railroad mfrastructure is a positive
allocation of transportation funds, especially given the future uncertainty of gasoline prices and
other factors that may make motor vehicle travel more expensive and difficult. Such investments
will provide the citizens of Missouri travel choices, and potentially reduce traffic volumes on the
state’s major highways, ultimately reducing maintenance costs. Making structural/capital
improvements to existing rail lines will enable faster and more efficient movement for both freight
and passengers, but especially for passenger traffic on the Amtrak corridor between St. Louis and
Kansas City.

The economic benefits 1o Missouri from the provision of an improved railroad system are
numerous, both from the jobs created directly by railroad capital projects, and from the potential
economic activity resulting due to increased passenger and freight traffic.

The Columbia area realizes the importance of ratroad transportation, as the City of Columbia’s
municipal COLT freight railroad line illustrates. We are pleased that MoDOT and Union Pacific
Railroad are both conmmitting a significant amount of their own financial resources to add to
potential federal funding for the proposed railroad improvement projects.

Once again, CATSO is supportive of MoDOT's applicaucon 1o FRA for capital funding, and
excited about the transportation improvements that could result from success in the provision of
this federa! funding. Information materials on the proposed projects for funding were forwarded
to Coordinating Committee members, and all who responded (a majority of the membership)



CATSO Letter of Support - MoDOT Application to Federal Railroad Administration
Page 2

indicated their support for the application

We wish you the best of luck with your application

Sincerely,

I

s

Skip Elkin, Boone County District I Commissioner
Member, Coordinating Committee
Columbia Area Transportation Study Organization



MICHAEL D. SANDERS

Jackson County Executive

Rod Massman, Administrator of Railroads
Missouri Department of Transportation
PO Box 270

Jefferson City, Missouri 65102

August 13, 2009
‘Re: High Speed Intercity Passenger Rail Program
Dear Mr. Massman,

I am writing this letter to express my strong support for the Missouni Department of
Transportation’s funding request to the Federal Rail Administration for upgrades and
improvements to the rail connection between St. Louis and Kansas City, Missouri. The
projects represented by this funding request would strengthen service and reduce delays
between Missouri’s two cities.

The benefits of these upgrades are clear. Considerable efforts are being planned to improve
the safcty of the system through enhanced rail crossing and grade separations. An initial
analysis also indicates that, when complete, the proposed improvements will reduce passenger
service delays by more than forty-five percent. The projects also aim to improve train traffic
flow, thereby allowing travel speeds to increase and travel time to decrease. Reduced delays
and increased speed will allow people and products to travel across Missouri and across the
county etficiently, comfortably and with less impact on the environment than if traveling by
road or by air.

This is a tremendous opportunity that will have positive community and economic impacts.

Very truly yours,

Mok D Derlsn.

Michael D. Sanders
Jackson County Executive

Jackson County Courthouse * 415 East 12 Street « Kansas City, Missouri 64106
Office: 816-881-3333 = FAX: 816-881-3133

®



Mary Elaine Horn

MAYOR

Rod Massman, Administrator of Railroads
Missouri Department of Transportation
PO Box 270

Jefterson City. Missouri 65102

July 31. 2009
Re : High Speed Intercity Passenger Rail {1 ISIPR) Program
Mr. Massman.

| am writing this lelter to express my strong supporl for the Missouri Department of
Transportation’s funding request to the Federal Rail Administration for upgrades and
improvements to the rail connection between St. Louis and Kansas City, Missouri. The projects
represented by this funding request would strengthen service, reduce delays and position for
orowth the vital rail corridor between Missouri’s two largest cities.

Sedalia is @ city that is steeped in railroad history. From our earliest days. the community has
depended on rail service as the driving force for growth and development. Beginning in 1850
with freight service as America stretched westward and continuing on to the passenger service
that links Sedalia today, our community is itself a testimony to the economic benefits of rail
Service.

With this funding request. Missouri looks to begin a new chapter in its rail service by creating
new siding opportunities, installing miles of new track. constructing new river crossings and
upgrading communication systems across the state. Though none of the projects are specifically
in Sedalia, we know that an upgrade anywhere in the system that reduces delays and enhances
capacity will benefit every community on the rail system.

The benefits of these upgrades arc clear. Considerable efforts are being planned to improve the
safety of the system through enhanced rail crossings and grade separations. An initial analysis
also indicales that, when complete, the proposed improvements will reduce passenger service
delays by more than forty-five (45) percent. The projects also aim to improve train (raffic flow,
thereby allowing travel speeds to increase and travel time to be decrease. Reduced delays and
increased speed will allow people and products to travel across Missour) — and across the country
— efficiently, comfortably and with less impact on the environment than if traveling by road or by
air.

200 South Osage Avenue, Sedalia, Missouri 65301 = Phone (660) 827-3000 ext. 144 = Fax (660) 827-3885



There is a clear understanding in Missouri that these upgrades will benefit the people and
economy of our state. These benefits are so well understood that the state and Union Pacific
Ratlroad have pledged funding to make these improvements a reality and cities across Missouri
are fining up to voice their support. [ am pleased to add my support to your efforts to secure this
vital funding for railroad projects in Missouri.

Sincerely,

7
Y /

/I':"r e, ."'..-';'.'v"- e .
Mary Elaine Hom
Mayor
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SEDALIA DOWNTOWN DEVELOPMENT INCORPORATED
d/b/a Main Street Sedalia, Since 1994

P.O. Box 820, Sedalia, MO 65302-0820

Phone: 660.827.7388 FAX: 660.826.5697

August 5, 2009

Mr. Rod Massman

Adminstrator of Railroads

Missouri Department of Transportation
P.O. Box 270

Jefferson City, MO 65102

Re: High-Speed Intercity Passenger Rail Program
Dear Mr. Massman:

On behalf of property and business owners of Sedalia Downtown, I would like
to express our appreciation for MoDOT’s work in furthering innovative
projects that have brought the rail entities together in significant and lasting
benefit to both freight carriers and those accessing passenger rail service across
Missour.

Amtrak service is an integral part of our downtown revitalization efforts in our
community and our partnership with MoDOT in past projects has been truly
rewarding. Our local ridership continues to grow as the on-time performance
of Amtrak improves. The economic impact of Amtrak is reflected in
supporting jobs and increasing sales revenues throughout our local community.

We believe there continues to be great opportunity to enhance rail passenger
service in striving to reach high-speed rail capacity over the next decade. We
support MoDOT in its application for HSIPR Program funds for infrastructure
improvement projects such as numerous planned sidings, crossovers and
double track projects between St. Louis and Kansas City. We urge your full
consideration of MoDOT’s request and these projects.

Sincerely, e

A g

Meg Liston

SEDALIA DOWNTOWN DEVELOPMENT INCORPORATED, a Missouri Not-for-Profit Corporation

d/b/a Main Street Sedalia

LR.S. Exempt under Section 501(c)(3)



John A. MiRLs, Dinecton at Large

National Association of Railnoad Passengens
2825 Buanett Road

Topeka, Kansaa 66614-2278

July 23, 2009

W, Rod Massman, MoDOT
Administraton of Railroads
P. 0. Box 270

Jedderson City, MO 65107

Pean Mr. Maassman,

Tn the summen of 1938 1 made my {inst inip on the MoPac Scenic Limited between
St Louis and Kansas City while in noute 4nom Littfe Rock, AR and Pueblo, C0. Since
that time T have made no Less than {ifty (50) round tnips on porntions thereof over
this noute. 1 was somewhat surprised wgen the fedenal High-Speed Intercity Passengen
Rail (HSIPR) Program did not continue the Chicago to St Louis proposed HSIPR comnidon
on fnom St Louws o Kansas Clfy. The Midwest Regional Rail Tnitiative has and continues
Zo «nclude the St Lowis to Kansas City route and hopedullfy the HSTIPR will also.

T fully support the effonts being put forth by the !issouri Peparntment of Trans-
porntation, 4in partnership with the Union Pacific Raifroad and Amtrnak o secure funds
to funthen improve the infrastucture and purchase fwo (2) new trhains Aets of modean/
efficient {on operation between St Lowis and Kansas City.

I woufd suggest that the MoPOT in parntnership with the state of Wisconsin Look
into the possibility of the purchase of the Taleo thain sets which T undenstand can
or will be manufactured by the Spanish thain manufactune in the state of Wisconsdin.
The ftechnology these Talco trains provide could furnther neduce thavel fimes oven this
route and are cuwvrently beding used in the states of Washington and Onegon with great
success. Also, the ability fo openate in the push-pulf mode controf (cab) car at
both ends of the train would neduce furn-a-round times at St Lowis and Kansas City,
nesulting in improved utilization o4 equipment.

Ttem number seven (7] in my opinion to double track between Lee's Summitt to
Pleasant HiLL should have atanted at Tndependence (whene the cuwwrent doubfe track
ends) an additional distance of efeven (11) mifes. This would have resulted in about
fonty (40) miles of double track beginning at Rock Creek continuing east to Strasbung.
after the Strnasburg and Pleasant HiLEZ passing tracks are tied together as planned as
1 undenstand. This along with the additionaf and extended passing tracks wiff no
doubt neduce delfays caused by freight thains and improve on-time pergormance.

In onden 2o operate at speeds above fhe cwwrent 79mph Limit, will not Positive
Thain Controf (PTS) need fo be impfemented over the entine noute from St Loudls to
Kansas City. What funding 48 in place fo provide {don this nequired safety feature?

T4 1 can provide any othen information on help in support of these improvements, please
Let me hean 4rom you.

Sincenely,

(Lot O TN
¢/





